
Summary of Annual Report 2015 – 2016

What is the purpose of the Virtual School?

Peterborough’s Children in Care, regardless of their location, deserve the best start 
in life. Enabling them to secure good educational outcomes is key to ensuring that 
their dreams and aspirations can be realised. As Corporate Parent, Peterborough 
City Council is committed to ensuring that children and young people in care have 
access to high quality education provision and timely and appropriate support when 
it is needed. Securing good educational outcomes for children in care will enable 
them to live economically independent, successful and fulfilling adult lives. 
Peterborough Virtual School works strategically across the local authority and in 
partnership with schools and other agencies, in order to improve standards of 
achievement for this group of children and young people, whether they are placed 
in or out of Peterborough.

Peterborough Virtual School for Children in Care has a focus on improving 
educational outcomes and accelerating learning from Early Years to the end of Year 
13. This is undertaken through ensuring that all children in care have a high quality 
and compliant Personal Education Plan (PEP) that has challenging and meaningful 
targets which are aspirational and includes the support needed to enable the plan 
to be achieved. The tracking of attainment, progress, attendance, exclusion, with 
early intervention to raise attainment and to reduce or remove barriers to education 
is a key activity of the Service, whilst ensuring all children in care have access to a 
high quality education.
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How do we provide a service?

Staffing March 2017 

Virtual School Headteacher 
Advisory Teacher Secondary 
Primary Advisor 
Post 16 Advisor 
Early Years Advisor (commissioned from Early Years Team  funded through 
Pupil Premium )
Educational Psychologist  ( fixed term 2 days a week funded by Pupil 
Premium)
KS1 and 2 Literacy Project Leader  (fixed term post funded by Pupil Premium ) 
KS1 and 2 Mathematics Project Leader  (fixed term post to be appointed in 
April 2017 to be funded by Pupil Premium)
KS3 and 4 Support Teacher  (fixed term post to be appointed in April 2017 to 
be funded by Pupil Premium)
Part – time Business Support Officer 

Pupil Premium 

 Each child has an allocation of £1900 a year to support educational 
achievement.

 PVS retains £100 to fund interventions to support individual cohorts – eg 
KS1 and 2 Literacy project.

 Pupil Premium is requested through the setting of SMART targets in the 
PEP and is approved or declined by PVS staff.

 There is a strong expectation to pass the PP funding onto a child’s 
education setting but there is no requirement to do so, and there is no 
requirement to pass to non-mainstream settings or high cost independent 
providers. 

 Any PP funds remaining at the end of the financial year are required to be 
returned to the DfE.

Final financial report available April 2017
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Who is on the PVS roll?

Where are they?

63%within 20 
miles of the city 

20 to 50 miles, 
15%

50 to 100 miles, 
13%

100 to 150 miles, 
5%

150 or more 
miles, 4%

Distance Children in Care are from Peterborough

Peterborough Virtual School Roll January 2017

Number of children/young 
people

Total number on school roll (pre-school to Year 
13)

335

Total number Reception to Year 11 240
Pupils more than 20 miles OOC 89 
Statement of SEN or EHCP 82 – 27%
UASC (Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking 
Children)

26

Number of schools/education settings attended 140 – Including 17 specialist 
provisions.
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How have PVS Pupils performed at Key Stages?

Outcomes 2015-2016: Children in care for a year or more on 31st March 2016

The changes to tests at KS1 and 2 mean comparisons are difficult to make from last 
year to this. In terms of narrowing the gap (now called reducing the differences) we 
can see an improvement in Year 1 and 2 Phonics , a downturn in performance at KS2 
which is in line with national performance and a 3% fall in Year 11 pupils achieving 5 
A* – C GCSEs including English and Maths. However a much higher number of Year 
11 pupils have made expected progress in Maths and English this year. 

For Academic year 2015/16 only limited trend and National data comparisons will be 
possible due to changes in the curriculum and assessments.

EYFSP although an assessment that has been used for quite a few years now has 
never historically been reported nationally for CiC and this continues to be the case. 

The Phonic Check is one of the few assessments that is still in its previously 
reported format and is available nationally for CiC.

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 are new style assessments for 2015/16 and are both 
a new curriculum and are being reported differently to previous years.  Levels are 
no longer being used. This year should be considered as Baseline, no comparison 
to previous years is possible.

In addition this year when showing comparisons for disadvantaged groups locally 
DfE are using the non-disadvantaged National figures to encourage the ‘diminish 
the difference’ agenda.  Some limited National CiC data is due for National release 
but this will not be available until 23 March 2016.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements/outcomes-for-children-
looked-after-by-local-authorities-in-england-as-at-31-march-2016

Key Stage 4 has also under gone some reforms this year with the new ‘Attainment 
8’ and ‘Progress 8’ measures.  Some of the historic measures are still in place and 
can be reported as a trend.
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Where now ?

This is an exciting time for Peterborough Virtual School. The increased staffing levels 
allow for the setting of ambitious targets to improve attainment for our children both in 
and out of the city. 

Our key priorities are:

 Develop the concept of the wider Peterborough Virtual School and re- establish 
a governing body. Improve communications with schools and partners, 
particularly those out of the city, to share priorities and raise awareness. 

 Key Stage 1 - Accelerate attainment and progress across all three strands 
 Key Stage 2 - Increase the number of children achieving age related 

expectations. 
 Key Stage 4 - Improve attainment and progress English and maths together. 
 Work with partners to improve the offer from the Virtual School to increase EET 

for post 16 young people in care. 
 Work with school leaders to reduce the numbers of children experiencing one 

or more fixed term exclusion through offering early intervention and support and 
development opportunities for school leaders. 

 Increase the numbers of children attending outstanding or good schools 
 Undertake school audits to monitor how our schools are supporting children in 

care. 

Dee Glover 

March 2017 
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